
 

 

Chris Danou’s Capitol Report 

Flooding Brings Damage to Buffalo, Jackson and Trempealeau Counties 
 

As much as we try to prepare for anything Mother Nature sends our way, sometimes we simply can’t be completely 

prepared. However, when things do happen, people get together and help each other in the community. There are also 

ways to get help and seek assistance through various state agencies and programs when disaster strikes.  
 

Last week, our area and other communities experienced heavy rains that left damage during and after the flood waters 

subsided. While West Central Wisconsin saw the heaviest damage from those storms with four to seven inches of rain 

reported, state of emergencies were declared in Buffalo and Trempealeau Counties, along with several towns in Jackson 

County. I want to note that, as of Monday, September 14
th
, this information was up-to-date and might have changed 

between now and publication.  
 

I want to make sure people know the extent of the damage reported in the 92
nd

 Assembly District and have information 

my office received last week from the Wisconsin Emergency Operations Center through the Department of Military 

Affairs. There was notable damage reported in Jackson County where the county Emergency Management Director 

reported eight roads were still closed a few days later and officials estimate $200,000 in road damage, as well as $2,000 in 

protective measures. Specifically, the Town of Garfield and the Town of Cleveland were under a State of Emergency. 
 

People in Buffalo County were concerned about the damage done to the Strum Dam. As of last week, Buffalo County 

remained under a State of Emergency. County officials say the Strum Dam is holding and appears to be working as 

designed now that water levels on the Buffalo River have subsided. Additionally, the county received 20 clean-up kits 

from the American Red Cross to help residents recover. 
 

Trempealeau County also remains under a State of Emergency along with the City of Osseo and the Village of Eleva. The 

American Red Cross provided assistance in which they delivered 35 clean up kits to the Osseo 15 clean up kits to the 

Eleva. The City of Osseo is providing dumpsters for household debris removal and that information is posted on the 

Osseo Fire Department’s social media site. City of Osseo officials have also alerted the public that a mixture of 

wastewater and floodwater was pumped out of the Osseo sanitary system to relieve and prevent basement flooding. The 

wastewater made its way into the Buffalo River below the Osseo Dam and contains an undetermined amount of fecal 

matter that could be dangerous to humans. Officials are urging residents to use caution when around river water and do 

not allow children to play in the river. Trempealeau County reported $1.95 million in damage to homes and businesses in 

Osseo, Strum and Eleva. Officials say 25 homes were impacted by high water and 1 suffered major damage estimated at 

$275,000. They also say there was minor damage to 16 businesses with another suffering major damage (Family Farms) 

at a cost of $1,680,000. The county estimates $50,000 in road damage, $20,000 in debris clearance, $85,000 in protective 

measures and $10,000 in water control facilities. 
 

While difficult things come our way, I know we can overcome challenges in our community by working together and help 

each other move forward. It always amazes me to see people come together and work to repair damage in and around the 

community. I believe it says a lot about the people who live in our community and how much they care for the 

community, as well as each other as we try to move beyond difficult times. For those who need additional assistance, help 

or resources with cleanup and moving forward, I’d encourage you to contact Wisconsin Emergency Management 

http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/. I wish everyone well who has been negatively impacted by this most recent flood 

and encourage you to contact my office for additional assistance.  
 

 

http://emergencymanagement.wi.gov/


 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 


